
C o n s e r v a to ry

Chronicles Is
su

e 
1,

 S
um

m
er

 2
00

9

130
yea

rs

130

cel
ebr

ati
ng

rea
d m

ore 
about it

 in
sid

e

Food Goes Wild 
Edible Expeditions 
Special Exhibit In Full Swing

Adapting to 
the Environment
Efforts Made Through 
Education



Few would have imagined or envisioned the complexities of the 
operations and maintenance of a world-class conservatory in the 21st 
century when the Conservatory of Flowers opened in 1879.  Known as 
the first structure built in Golden Gate Park and the oldest wood and 
glass conservatory in the United States, the Conservatory of Flowers 
has survived earthquakes, the powers of Mother Nature’s weather forces 
and the roller coaster dynamics of changing economic times.  Since the 
September 2003 reopening of our proud Victorian gem, nearly one 
and one half million visitors have crossed our threshold and immersed 
themselves in a truly unique and memorable tropical experience.themselves in a truly unique and memorable tropical experience.

None of this would be possible without the essential infusion of None of this would be possible without the essential infusion of 
necessary resources that include financial support from Conservatory necessary resources that include financial support from Conservatory 
members and donors, foundation grants, strategic fund development members and donors, foundation grants, strategic fund development 
programs and the invaluable contributions from our legion of loyal programs and the invaluable contributions from our legion of loyal 
volunteers.  The San Francisco Recreation & Parks Department volunteers.  The San Francisco Recreation & Parks Department 
continues to provide excellent professional horticultural staff and continues to provide excellent professional horticultural staff and continues to provide excellent professional horticultural staff and 
management and has maintained a helpful partnership with nonprofit management and has maintained a helpful partnership with nonprofit 
support organizations over the years to successfully operate and enhance support organizations over the years to successfully operate and enhance 
the Conservatory of Flowers to the benefit of the community and the Conservatory of Flowers to the benefit of the community and 
visiting public.

With an operating budget of over $1.3 million, a business and marketing With an operating budget of over $1.3 million, a business and marketing With an operating budget of over $1.3 million, a business and marketing 
savvy approach to the Conservatory’s operations has yielded a balanced savvy approach to the Conservatory’s operations has yielded a balanced savvy approach to the Conservatory’s operations has yielded a balanced 
budget.  The hard-earned net profits were re-invested into critical budget.  The hard-earned net profits were re-invested into critical 
maintenance of the facilities and further improvements to the botanical maintenance of the facilities and further improvements to the botanical 
collections, education and interpretive programs, mechanical system collections, education and interpretive programs, mechanical system 
efficiencies and important visitor experience amenities.  efficiencies and important visitor experience amenities.  

The sensory experience of the Conservatory of Flowers is unmatched The sensory experience of the Conservatory of Flowers is unmatched 
as our guests find pleasure in our blooming riot of colors, phenomenal as our guests find pleasure in our blooming riot of colors, phenomenal as our guests find pleasure in our blooming riot of colors, phenomenal 
fragrances, delightful sounds and naturally diverse tactile touches.  The fragrances, delightful sounds and naturally diverse tactile touches.  The 
Conservatory’s philosophy of “exceeding visitors’ expectations” and Conservatory’s philosophy of “exceeding visitors’ expectations” and 
“giving everyone reasons to return” have proven to be effective means of “giving everyone reasons to return” have proven to be effective means of 
sustaining our growth and broadening our support.  Connecting people sustaining our growth and broadening our support.  Connecting people 
to plants has been the goal of the Conservatory’s dedicated docents and to plants has been the goal of the Conservatory’s dedicated docents and 
Jungle Guides over the years.  It is hard to tell how many young visitors Jungle Guides over the years.  It is hard to tell how many young visitors 
have come away from the Conservatory with a newly sparked interest in have come away from the Conservatory with a newly sparked interest in 
botany, conservation, environmental awareness or natural sciences…. botany, conservation, environmental awareness or natural sciences…. 
surely we are making an important impact on many young people.surely we are making an important impact on many young people.

As you read and enjoy this special edition of the Conservatory of Flowers As you read and enjoy this special edition of the Conservatory of Flowers 
newsletter, it is our hope you too become drawn to our mission and newsletter, it is our hope you too become drawn to our mission and 
find a way to become more involved and supportive of our wide array find a way to become more involved and supportive of our wide array 
of programs and initiatives.  Whether you are a Jungle Pass Member, of programs and initiatives.  Whether you are a Jungle Pass Member, of programs and initiatives.  Whether you are a Jungle Pass Member, 
volunteer, donor, class participant or regular visitor, we hope your volunteer, donor, class participant or regular visitor, we hope your 
association with the Conservatory of Flowers is inspirational, memorable association with the Conservatory of Flowers is inspirational, memorable 
and beneficial.  Thank you for your continued interest and support… and beneficial.  Thank you for your continued interest and support… 
visit us often…it’s a jungle in here!

     Brent Dennis
     Conservatory Director
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In October of 2007, the Conservatory of 
Flowers established a new Development 
Department to promote stewardship of  
the historic Victorian greenhouse. In this,  
our first printed journal, we would like to  
thank our generous supporters. Your donations 
have provided support for more than 2,000 
school children, who have benefited from 
our popular “Jungle Tours” which are free 
to both public and private school children 
in San Francisco. An additional 4,200 
students ranging from pre-school to college 
level frequent the Conservatory to enrich 
their study of botany, conservation and 
environmental concerns. Donations also 
help us to increase and maintain our plant 
collections, provide more interpretive signage 
and on-going maintenance of a 130 year old 
National Historic treasure. Thank you!



Calendar
of events

For more up-to-date events and current 
affairs at the Conservatory, please visit  
www.conservatoryofflowers.org.

Harry Denton of Harry Denton’s Starlight Room, was recently asked about his San 
Francisco favorites. To Rejuvenate: “I love visiting the Conservatory of Flowers in 
Golden Gate Park. I just love flowers!” Harry added, “I grew up in a small town in 
Idaho and my dad had a front yard full of flowers—I love flowers!”

local shout out

Ever wonder what happens at the Conservatory when the sun goes down in 
Golden Gate Park? This historical architectural gem turns into a stunning 
event space for a wide array of evening functions. The Conservatory hosts 
a variety of events including:

Our experienced, professional staff have streamlined the rental 
process and work directly with our clients to optimize their experience 
coordinating caterers, rentals, and event planning. This allows the client 
to focus on their event while the Conservatory team provides oversight 
of the logistics leading up to the event.

By partnering with our preferred vendors such as GotLight? and Henseley 
Rentals, the Conservatory is transformed from an amazing daytime 
tropical venue into an elegant unique San Francisco party location.  

In addition to creating a lifelong memory, the best part of renting the 
Conservatory of Flowers is that your rental fee directly supports our 
plant collections and offsets our operating expenses.

If you are looking for a memorable location for your next event, whether 
large or small, contact our Operations Department for a consultation 
and overview of our services at info@sfcof.org. We look forward to 
talking with you soon!

party all the time

 - an intimate after hours   
 champagne tour for two to 20 
 - a wedding in the Potted Plants  
 gallery for up to 50 people
 - an outdoor wedding on our  
 platform for up to 350 people
 - fabulous wedding receptions in  
 our new event gallery for up to 200
 - corporate and non-profit events  
 with capacities of 600 people
  

- family reunions 
- club and association meetings 
- environmentally themed  
 children’s parties
- memorial services
- custom event planning 
- daytime meetings and events

A Chocolate Evening
Thursday, September 17 at 6pm
Seneca Klassen, founder and co-owner of 
Bittersweet Café brings his passion for all 
things chocolate to the Conservatory. Join 
us for a fun, informative and tasty evening. 

Coffee from Paradise
Wednesday, September 23 at 6pm
Pualani Danials, owner of Triangle J’s 4 
Coffee which is grown in Kona on the 
slopes of Hualalai, HA will share with you 
how pure organic Kona coffee is grown, 
harvested, roasted and brewed to create 
the perfect cup of rich, full bodied coffee. 

The Second Annual Golden Gate 
Express Garden Railway Gala
Wednesday, November 18 at 6:30pm
Start your holiday season by welcoming 
the garden railway back to our Special 
Exhibit’s Gallery.  Enjoy a fun filled only 
in San Francisco experience.

Website Redesign Launch
Saturday, August 1
Thanks to the Taproot Foundation for all 
their efforts updating our 6-year old website! 
While visiting, you can subscribe to our 
e-newsletter and receive the most current 
information about the Conservatory.



The Conservatory of Flowers was gifted to the 
City of San Francisco in 1879 by twenty-seven 
civic-minded leaders. The Conservatory was an 
instant sensation and quickly became the most instant sensation and quickly became the most 
visited location in the park.    visited location in the park.    

One hundred and thirty years later, it still brings One hundred and thirty years later, it still brings 
smiles and awe to visitor’s faces. Whether it smiles and awe to visitor’s faces. Whether it 
is the majestic Victorian architecture, the vast is the majestic Victorian architecture, the vast 
botanical collections, the serenity of the jungle, botanical collections, the serenity of the jungle, 
the best oxygen in the City or the captivating the best oxygen in the City or the captivating 
special exhibits, there is something sure to please special exhibits, there is something sure to please 
everyone at this jewel box. everyone at this jewel box. 

Recently the Conservatory of Flowers received a Recently the Conservatory of Flowers received a 
generous bequest from the estate of Evelyn and generous bequest from the estate of Evelyn and 
Einar “Westy” Westberg. Einar “Westy” Westberg. 

Evie and Westy met at Augustine College in Rock Evie and Westy met at Augustine College in Rock 
Island, Illinois. Westy made his career with the Island, Illinois. Westy made his career with the 
J.C. Penny Company and in the 1950’s they were J.C. Penny Company and in the 1950’s they were 
transferred to San Francisco where they fell in love transferred to San Francisco where they fell in love 
with “The City.” They lived in a lovely home in with “The City.” They lived in a lovely home in 
Saint Francis Wood, overlooking the Pacific Ocean. Saint Francis Wood, overlooking the Pacific Ocean. 

The Westbergs shared a great love of music and The Westbergs shared a great love of music and 
nature and explored many parks, coastal beaches nature and explored many parks, coastal beaches 
and the mountains. Westy developed Alzheimer’s and the mountains. Westy developed Alzheimer’s 
disease after his retirement. Almost daily, Evie disease after his retirement. Almost daily, Evie 
would pack a lunch and the twosome would take would pack a lunch and the twosome would take 
a bus from their home to Golden Gate Park. The a bus from their home to Golden Gate Park. The 
bus stop was in the next block from their home, bus stop was in the next block from their home, 
but the drivers became so familiar with their but the drivers became so familiar with their 
travels, they often stopped right at the house to travels, they often stopped right at the house to 
pick them up or let them off. After Westy died pick them up or let them off. After Westy died 
in 1996, and prior to her illness, Evie frequently in 1996, and prior to her illness, Evie frequently 
visited the park on her own. 

As they had no children, the park was truly their As they had no children, the park was truly their 
family. Their estate provided generous, thoughtful family. Their estate provided generous, thoughtful 
gifts to several of their favorite places in the park.   gifts to several of their favorite places in the park.   
We at the Conservatory are most grateful for We at the Conservatory are most grateful for 
their gift. We only wish we had an opportunity to their gift. We only wish we had an opportunity to 
thank them. 

If you have recognized the Conservatory in your If you have recognized the Conservatory in your 
will or would like information regarding how to do will or would like information regarding how to do 
so, please contact our Director of Development, 
Jane Scurich, at 415-831-2093. We would like to 
add your name to our Conservatory Legacy Society 
or respect your wishes to remain anonymous. 

Conservatory Legacy Society

Trust of Kenneth Duchscherer
Richard J. Tessmann and Mandy Tessmann  
Revocable Trust UDT

William Alvord
Wm. F. Babcock
Samuel Crim
Charles Crocker
Isaac E. Davis
J.G. Eastland
W.P. Fuller
Adam Grant
R.N. Graves

George C. Hickox
A.P. Hotaling
James Irvine
Robert C. Johnson
M.P. Jones
S.L. Jones
J.G. Kittle
Milton S. Latham
Charles Lux

Charles Main
J. McDonald
G.A. McDonald
W.W. Montague
A.J. Pope
Claus Spreckels
Leland Stanford
A.L. Tubbs
William F. Whittier

Byron Aarstad
Acme Bread
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Elizabeth Agler
American Gesneriad Society
Ms. Beresford Amoroso
Amtrak®

Mr. and Mrs. Adolphus Andrews, Jr.
Anonymous
Lorrie Bassan
Mrs. John F. Belz
Christopher and Amber Marie Bently
Dr. and Mrs. Bill Berger
Berkeley Garden Guild
Amy Berlin
Cornelis Bernaards
Belinda Berry
Sheila and George Bertram
Mr. and Mrs. David Birka-White
Mr. and Mrs. Nordin F. Blacker
Mrs. Claire Blake-Resor
Mr. David A. Blanton III
Charlene Boarts
Ms. Barbara C. Bottarini
Chip Sullivan and Elizabeth Boults
Mr. and Mrs. Henry M. Bowles
Tom W. Bressan
Jill Bronfman
David Brownstein
Arthur Brunwasser
Ms. Helen D. Buchanan
Mr and Mrs. John Buchanan
Jennifer Buehler
Ray Buffalo
Mr. and Mrs. George Bull
Jacqueline Burke
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Cahn
California State Railroad Train Museum
Mr. and Mrs. Joachim Cargas
Judy Carney
Brewester Carroll
Cecilia Chang
Charles CharnasCharles Charnas
Mr. Donovan K. ChingMr. Donovan K. Ching
Carolyn J. B. ChrisCarolyn J. B. Chris
Laverne C. CisloLaverne C. Cislo
Mr. and Mrs. Johnson ClarkMr. and Mrs. Johnson Clark
Mr. Neil Rudolph and Ms. Susan CluffMr. Neil Rudolph and Ms. Susan Cluff
Mr. and Mrs. Cullen CoatesMr. and Mrs. Cullen Coates
Susie ColemanSusie Coleman
Ms. Ann ColvinMs. Ann Colvin
Mr. and Mrs. Zachary ConeyMr. and Mrs. Zachary Coney
Tom and Kay ConneelyTom and Kay Conneely
Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. ConnerMr. and Mrs. Edward J. Conner
Anne and John ConnollyAnne and John Connolly
Ms. Nancy Stoltz and Mr. Craig CorbittMs. Nancy Stoltz and Mr. Craig Corbitt
Gail CorreiaGail Correia
George CorriganGeorge Corrigan
Jill CortwrightJill Cortwright
Mrs. Phoebe CowlesMrs. Phoebe Cowles
Craft Distillers/Hangar One VodkaCraft Distillers/Hangar One Vodka
Dr. and Mrs. J. Brooks CrawfordDr. and Mrs. J. Brooks Crawford
Sandra CreppsSandra Crepps
Mary A. Crocker TrustMary A. Crocker Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Charles CrockerMr. and Mrs. Charles Crocker
Mr. Andrew E. CushingMr. Andrew E. Cushing
Shannon S. DavisShannon S. Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Simon DavisMr. and Mrs. Simon Davis
Donald DayDonald Day
Mr. Paul C. DeckenbachMr. Paul C. Deckenbach
Mr. and Mrs. Fred DelanoyMr. and Mrs. Fred Delanoy
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. DellasMr. and Mrs. Robert D. Dellas
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce K. DenebeimMr. and Mrs. Bruce K. Denebeim
Brent DennisBrent Dennis
Mr. and Mrs. Reid W. DennisMr. and Mrs. Reid W. Dennis
Mr. and Mrs. James DerichMr. and Mrs. James Derich
Mr. and Mrs. Rajnikant DesaiMr. and Mrs. Rajnikant Desai
Jason DeweesJason Dewees
Barbara and Larry DineenBarbara and Larry Dineen
Jon DixonJon Dixon
Ray and Dagmar Dolby Foundation Ray and Dagmar Dolby Foundation 
Deborah Van DommelenDeborah Van Dommelen
Mrs. Sherry T. DumkeMrs. Sherry T. Dumke
Lydia DuganLydia Dugan
Marianne Duhaterova
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Dunn-Ruiz
Sara Earhart
John and Lee Edwards
Delia E. Ehrlich
Ms. Donna Ellis
English Garden Tea Room
Mr. and Mrs. Christian P. Erdman
Erickson Arts
Todd Espinosa
Mr. and Mrs. Coburn Everdell
Mrs. Sandra Farris
Judy and Paul Fayollat
Jeanie Fidler
Ms. Jeanne Fischer
Mr. and Mrs. David Fleishhacker
Suzanne Flynn

Mr. and Mrs. Hugh W. Foster
Mr. and Mrs. William Foss
Taube Family Foundation
Janet Fox
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Fox
Brett Francis
Mr. David Fredrickson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Friese
Jessica Gallagher
Eveylyn Gara
Mr. Donald J. Frediani  

and Ms. Renata Gasperi
Stanlee Gatti
Ernest Gaudreau
Dolores and Bob Gebhardt
Robyn and Tom Geissler
William Gilmore Foundation 
Ms. Rita S. Godward
David B. Gold Foundation 
Mr. Richard N. Goldman
Graham Golkin
Peter Good/Goodscapes 
Gopfrich Winery
Ms. Susan Gray
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Greene, Jr.
Mr. Donald M. Gregory, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffery T. Griffith
Paul R. Gurian and Joan Simmons
Mr. Bernard P. Hagan
Ms. Carlyn J. Halde
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Hamblett
Ms. Amanda M. Hamilton  

and Mr. Tim Hemmet
Mr. David A. Behlmer  

and Ms. Jan Hanson
Hanson Bridgett LLP
Mr. and Mrs. Haig A. Harris, Jr.
Sasha Harris-Cronin
Michael Hayes
Pamela Healy
Mr. and Mrs. F. Mark Heer
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred E. Heller
Karen Hindin
Heike Hiss
Lauren Jane Hodges
Mary Jane Hodges
Mike Holmes
Saxon Holt
Cathy Huang
Mary Hudson
Mr. and Mrs. Christian HuebnerMr. and Mrs. Christian Huebner
Ms. Gretchen Frantz  Ms. Gretchen Frantz  

and Mr. Stephen Huffordand Mr. Stephen Hufford
Eric HuntEric Hunt
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Hunter, Jr.Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Hunter, Jr.
Peggy Huntington
Vivian and Paul Imperiale
Mr. and Mrs. Dick Ingraham
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome B. Jacobson
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas W. Johnson
Ann Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Van Kasper
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kawaja
Ms. Sheila D. Kiernan
Mrs. Pearl T. Kimura
Ms. Rachel E. Kish
Ms. Betty A. Kniesche
Ms. Marian S. Kobayashi
Amy Kover
June Kronberg
Christopher Lane
Mr. and Mrs. Jude Laspa
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur C. Lathan
John Leathers
Edna Lee
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Leitstein
Judith Levitan
Greg Lindgren
Richard M. LonerganRichard M. Lonergan
Mr. and Mrs. Frank R. LonerganMr. and Mrs. Frank R. Lonergan
Ellen LoringEllen Loring
Mr. and Mrs. John L. LoveMr. and Mrs. John L. Love
Alysia LundAlysia Lund
Mr. and Mrs. Stephan LymanMr. and Mrs. Stephan Lyman
Mary MacaireMary Macaire
Mrs. Luanne MalkmusMrs. Luanne Malkmus
Mr. and Mrs. Henry MallyMr. and Mrs. Henry Mally
Elise MalmbergElise Malmberg
Lucinda Malocsay
Mr. Marco F. Marinucci
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Marlow
Henry Marquering
Mr. and Mrs. Myron Marshall
Kristen Martin
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Martin
Jorge L. Martinez
Frank Stein and Paul May
Erin McGuiness
Rebecca McKee
Christie McRae
Gretchen McMenimen

McMicking Foundation 
Ms. Ilene B. Medovich
Leah Van der Mei
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Mettler
Mr. and Mrs. G. Christian Meyer
Nathaniel Meyer
Gary Meyers
Shala Mihaly
Cheryle Miller
Mr. and Mrs. George Monardo
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Monroe
Eva and Mike Monroe
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Mooradian
Mrs. Gail B. Moore
Amir Mortazavi
Richard Morris
Heather Murdoch
Michael Murphy
Mrs. Judith B. Nadai
Napa Valley Wine Train
David Napier
Mary Nisbet, California Orchids
Mr. and Mrs. James Nevin
Henry Mayo Newall Foundation 
William Newhall
Connie Newhouser
Ernest Ng
Kristen O'Brien
Mrs. Rita O'Hara
Bridget Svuba and Doug Ethan Olivia
Mr. and Mrs. James O'Meara
Shannon O'Rourke
Outdoor Art Club
Kathy and Joe Parker
Mr. and Mrs. James Parrinello
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Clark Pease
Mrs. Carol Potter Peckham
Andrea Pelous
Mark Pettet
Pinon Design
Mr. and Mrs. John Pitcairn
PlumpJack Squaw Valley Inn
Pocket Opera
Patricia Poni
Hoi Yung Poon
Diris Powell
Sheila Pressley
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Price
Ruth Quigley
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Raphael
Natalie Rathbun
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Raven
James Reid
Janet and Clint Reilly
Mrs. Victor Reiter
Maria Remos
Gaby & Peter Renstrom
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Riede
Elleanshos Robusta
Juan Rodriguez
Bruce Rogers
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Rohlen
David Rohrer
Sarah Rose
Jonathan Rosen
Deborah Rosenberry-Temko
Bridget Rosette
Atsuko Roudebush
Round Pond Estate Winery 

and Olive Mill
Dennis Roybal
Mr. and Mrs. William Russell-Shapiro
Paulette Ryan
Salesforce Foundation
San Francisco 49ers
San Francisco Epiphyllum Society
San Francisco Flower Mart
San Francisco Garden Club
San Francisco Orchid Society
San Francisco Parks Trust
San Francisco Wholesale Produce Mart
Dr. and Mrs. Rolf G. Scherman
Katrina Schissel
Sally Schroeder
Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Schwab
Mrs. Delores Schweizer
Patricia Scott
Jane and Michael ScurichJane and Michael Scurich
Shioko K. SeabShioko K. Seab
Rev. Thomas L. SeagraveRev. Thomas L. Seagrave
Sarah SearingSarah Searing
See's Candies
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin A. Seipp, Jr.Mr. and Mrs. Edwin A. Seipp, Jr.
David Shivak
Beverly Shniper
Dr. and Mrs. Gerald D. SilverbergDr. and Mrs. Gerald D. Silverberg
Mr. and Mrs. Tim SimonMr. and Mrs. Tim Simon
Rick SingletonRick Singleton
Mr. Robert SiskaMr. Robert Siska
Patrick SkainPatrick Skain
Mrs. Levin SledgeMrs. Levin Sledge

Sloat Garden Center
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Snart
Mark Sole
Sheila Somers
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene H. Soules
Ms. Berenice Roth Spalding
Stanley Smith Horticultural Trust
Michael Starmack
Colin Sprang
Musia Stagg
Hon. Polyxcni Stefanidou
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Steiner
Pilar Stempel
Mrs. Christina B. Stephens
Mr. and Mrs. Barry H. Sterling
Mrs. Barbara H. Stevens
Anupma Sud
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Swanson
Marge Tate
Catherine Taylor
Ms. Nancy Tennebaum
Mr. Carter P. Thacher
The Fairmont Hotel San Francisco
The Huntington Hotel and Big Four 

Restaurant
The Ritz-Carlton, San Francisco
The Stanford Court, A Renaissance Hotel
Morris Stulsaft Foundation
Taproot Foundation
The Top of the Mark, Mark Hopkins  

San Francisco
Carol Thenot
Ms. Jackie Stewart and Mr. Thomas 
Peter Thomas
Dr. and Mrs. Clay Thomson
Mr. and Mrs. Laney Thornton
Tiffany & Co.
Christine Troy
Marni Turkel
Breana Tye
The Urban Farmer Store 
Thea Vierling
Elizabeth Vinny
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Voris
Mrs. Lonna Marshall I. Wais
Carol Walsh
Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. Ward
Laura Wegman
Linda Weil
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. West
Wildcat Cove Foundation
Larry Williams
Mr. Harold Willis
Mrs. Diane B. Wilsey
Anthony Wilson
Michael Wilson
Dean Witter Foundation 
Susan Ilene Wolff
James Wong
Sharon Woo
Martha and Paul Woollomes
Jim Yates
Belinda Yee
Mr. and Mrs. A. Lee Zeigler
Ann Ziolkowski

In memory of George Robert Ailman
Eileen Ailman

In Memory of George Bilick
Tanya Mann

In memory of John Carlson
Jane Kim

In memory of Matt Ericson
Frank Golden, John Golden 
Ken Golden, Kevin Golden,  
Pat Hood, Florence Pavalow,  
Mary Lou Zizzo

In memory of Henry L. Hamilton
Mr. Paul C. Deckenbach

In memory of Patricia Skinner
Akiko Takahashi

In memory of D’Anne Quinton Spolter
Mr. and Mrs. William L Ryan

In memory of Chih-Jui TuanIn memory of Chih-Jui Tuan
Rachel EvansRachel Evans

In memory of Barbara WerthenIn memory of Barbara Werthen
Mr. and Mrs. Robert SmithMr. and Mrs. Robert Smith

In memory of Sau-Yung YuIn memory of Sau-Yung Yu
Desiree GaronDesiree Garon

In honor of Susan SlavickIn honor of Susan Slavick
Linda Hageboeck KaiserLinda Hageboeck Kaiser
Garden Guild of Berkeley, CAGarden Guild of Berkeley, CA

In honor of Mr. Richard GoldmanIn honor of Mr. Richard Goldman
James J. Ludwig, James J. Ludwig James J. Ludwig, James J. Ludwig 
and Eileen D. Ludwig Foundationand Eileen D. Ludwig Foundation

In honor of Dr. KoblentzIn honor of Dr. Koblentz
Diane Beynon

In honor of Pat and Clay ThomsonIn honor of Pat and Clay Thomson
Mr. and Mrs. John Buchanan

Consider your legacy
Contributors for 1879 original purchase

honored donors

130 Years from Today 

The Conservatory has made every effort to ensure the accuracy of the above list. Should you find an error, please contact The Conservatory has made every effort to ensure the accuracy of the above list. Should you find an error, please contact 
the Development Department at 415-831-2093 or jscurich@sfcof.org.



The first annual Conservatory Gala to celebrate the arrival 
of the Golden Gate Express Garden Railway was held on a 
beautiful crisp November evening. The Orchid Gallery, our 
new multi-purpose facility, sparkled with creative lighting and 
imaginative floral arrangements. The railway exhibit enchanted 
and delighted the festive attendees as it made its maiden 
journey through the lushly landscaped, miniaturized gardens 
surrounding models of some of San Francisco’s most well 
loved landmarks. Interior lighting emanated from each of the 
landmarks, enhancing the magical evening. 

Party goers filled the Conservatory galleries, enjoying a  
unique opportunity to experience the Victorian treasure at 
night—a totally different experience than that offered in the day 
light hours. 

Co-Chairs Pat Hanson Thomson and Colette Weil Parrinello 
welcomed gala participants with a “Conservitini,” a competitively 
created cocktail infused with the essence of Buddha’s Hand 
citrus, a plant on display in the Potted Plants Gallery.

Proceeds from the Gala funded the popular “Jungle Tours,” 
curriculum-based guided explorations of the Conservatory for 
third, fourth and fifth grade students.   

drawing a crowd
The First Annual Conservatory Gala 

Tropics, Treasures & Trains
Golden Gate Express Garden 

Railway Gala

Mark your calendar for our 
second annual Conservatory 

Gala on Wednesday, 
November 18th, 2009 to raise 
funds for the Conservatory’s 

youth environmental 
education program.

For more information,
contact Jane Scurich,

Director of Development,
at 415-831-2093.

From left to right: Honorary Chairman Richard Goldman 
and Conservatory Director Brent Dennis. Janet and Clint 
Reilly, and Linda Mettler, Pat Hanson Thomson, Barbara Reilly, and Linda Mettler, Pat Hanson Thomson, Barbara 
Cahn, Maria Pitcairn. 

save
the date



With an exciting, constantly changing program of special exhibitions and seasonal 
delights, the Conservatory of Flowers is a great place to bring the whole family 
more than once a year. Now we make it easy and affordable for you to take a trip to 
the jungle anytime you want with our new Jungle Pass. For just $50, two adults and 
two children (between the ages of 5-17) can enjoy unlimited admission to the  
Conservatory for one year. Visit the Guest Services kiosk at the Conservatory,  
log on to www.conservatoryofflowers.org, or give us a call at 415-831-2093.

latest offering

The pen and ink illustrations for Edible 
Expeditions were created by artists studying 
under Mary L. Harden in the botanical 
illustration program at the San Francisco 
Botanical Garden. Created on-site in the 
Conservatory greenhouses, these pen and 
ink wash drawings provide detailed accuracy 
for plant identification and documentation 
of species. The viewer will notice the unity 
of earth tones such as carbon black, sepia, 
red ochre, burnt sienna, iron oxide, and 
yellow ochre. This palette echoes the master 
drawings of the Renaissance, and the fine 
illustrations of collectors and botanists 
from the Age of Exploration when large 
ships searched the globe for new fruits, 
vegetables, grains, and exotic plants.

Creative visitors

Squeals of glee announce Zachary’s arrival at the garden railway 
exhibit. According to mom, Zachary “had an instant love affair 
with the trains.” Sarah added, “My kids LOVE the train, and 
we also take time to walk around the rest of the conservatory 
as well. We’ve enjoyed visiting the turtle, watching the goldfish, 
smelling the Elephant Yam, and admiring the orchids.”

It was only natural that Sarah, Jim, Zachary and Rachael Rose 
became Jungle Pass members to have unlimited free admission to 
the Conservatory where they continue to enjoy many happy hours. 

Barbara Derich and Terry Nevin have found the Conservatory 
a perfect place for an outing with their grandchildren. They 
became Jungle Pass members and regular visitors during the 
Butterfly Zone exhibit. Then they discovered the enchantment 
of the trains, and now are happily visiting Edible Expeditions 
and enjoying the hands-on Edibilicious activities. “Between 
3 and 4 o’clock in the afternoon is a nice quiet time to visit,” 
advised Barbara. “I love this opportunity to introduce a child 
to the natural world and take time to really slow down and 
observe—a relief in this fast paced world. The Conservatory 
is the perfect context in which to do that; the size and scope 
are just right.” Terry added, “I remember when I was my 
grandchildren’s age and I visited often. I want to perpetuate  
that memory with my grandchildren’s generation.”

it
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Vanilla, chocolate, and coffee—easy to find in the grocery 
store aisle, but how about in the jungle? Now showing at the 
Conservatory through November 1, 2009 is an exhibit offering 
visitors a chance to see food as it grows in the wild. Our Special 
Exhibit Gallery is featuring Edible Expeditions. It’s a discovery 
journey of edible plants from around the world, full of surprises 
about the treats we eat. Arranged in lush gardens, Edible Expeditions 
highlights many delicious products we enjoy from tropical countries. 
Over 50 species of popular and lesser-known plants are displayed 
by geographic distribution. 

The North American garden features the reigning king of candy—
chocolate. The cacao tree is a native of the deep tropics of the 
Americas. This small evergreen tree produces bright orange fruit 
pods full of the seeds from which chocolate is made. The scientific 
name Theobroma means “food of the gods”, a reflection of the 
central role this plant played in the creation stories of ancient 
Mesoamerican cultures. Cacao beans became so important in the 
Aztec empire that they were used as currency. 

While you may know the sweet delight of the cacao, you may be 
surprised to discover the chocolate pudding tree, known as black 
sapote, a native of Mexico and Guatemala. The meat of the apple-
sized fruits looks and tastes something like chocolate pudding.  
It is enjoyed right off the tree or processed into ice cream, sweet 
beverages and other delicious treats.

Visitors will also encounter another staple of the kingdom of 
sweets—vanilla. This plant is actually an orchid. It grows from a 
vine up to 300 feet in a tropical setting. The mouth-watering flavor 
is derived from the black seed pods and has earned the distinction 
as the second most expensive spice after saffron. 

In the South American garden visitors will find the yerba mate 
plant. All over South America, the leaves and twigs of this plant 

are enjoyed as a tea-like beverage. From Peru to Argentina friends 
regularly sit down to drink mate sipped through a metal straw from 
a shared hollow gourd. 

Pineapple at one time was a status symbol of the wealthy, but today 
the pineapple is quite common and enjoyed by all. It is native to 
Brazil and it is thought that Columbus was the first European to 
encounter the succulent fruit. He brought it back to Spain and 
soon European royal families developed a liking for it. Here in 
America, the pineapple has long been a symbol of hospitality.  
In Colonial times, hostesses would display them on the dining 
table.  So important to a successful party or social occasion, if the 
hostess could not afford to buy one, she would rent one from the 
local grocer for the night. 

Across the ocean, the Asian garden features the jackfruit.  
The largest tree borne fruit in the world, it can weigh up to 80 
pounds. People wear hard hats to pick it. Native to India, the 
jackfruit has been cultivated there for 6000 years. It is now eaten 
across Asia in a multitude of ways from curry dishes to chips. It is 
also thought to be the basis of the flavor for Juicy Fruit gum. 

From Southern China comes the longan tree. In Cantonese, 
long-ngan means dragon eye. One look at the meat of this fruit and 
you will know why. When shelled, the black seed shows through 
the translucent flesh, peering at you like a large eyeball. The fruit 
is used in a variety of soups, snacks and sweets. It has been used 
medicinally, as well. 

Families will enjoy hands-on Edibilicious activities allowing children 
to explore tropical roots, fruits, leaves and seeds with their senses. 

Experience a unique tropical adventure in the heart of  
San Francisco!

food goes wild in a new exhibition about edible plants



We ask ourselves if we are providing our visitors, young and 
aged alike, with enough information about our Conservatory, 
its galleries and tropical plants collection? Are tours and 
printed plant information delivered in interesting and engaging 
formats?  Are we providing teachers and their students with 
tour content meeting the state’s science requirements for their 
grade level? The list goes on and on…are we doing our very 
best to provide the utmost enjoyable, engaging and educational 
experience to our visitors?

The answer is “yes, yes and yes!” The Conservatory’s education 
programs continue to be in high demand. We are expanding 
our youth education program, the Adaptation: Plant Survivors 
Tour, from three to four days a week. Our public tour program 
presented by docents is very popular and our recent training 
program graduated more than twenty trainees. All our docents 
come to the galleries with information about the rich history 
of our Conservatory, fascinating facts about our tropical plant 
collection, and the wondrous ways in which these plants have 
adapted to their environment. 

This summer, we are planning to introduce children and 
families to our new galley interactive stations. These stations 
will be manned by high school and college volunteers who 
have been mentored by our docents. Come and explore the 
Conservatory to answer the question, “do plants begin or  
end in soil?”  

The Conservatory loves technology, so we are developing a 
Smart Phone tour. You will be able to log on to our site from 
your Smart Phone and find specific information on the exotic 
tropical plants in our collection. 

Our new website is “live.” The education link will provide 
teachers with information on student tour dates, tour scheduling 
and resource information for their students. Future plans include  
a school tours scheduling calendar, a podcast link of our lectures 
and presentations, and a blog to respond to your questions.  

We are very excited about a collaborative youth education 
partnership with the California Academy of Sciences and the 
deYoung Museum. The New Guinea Highlands project will 
open in the early Spring 2010 in each of our institutions.  
This project will reflect the integration of literature, science  
and arts taught in the San Francisco schools. Updates will be 
posted on our website as the opening nears. 

The Conservatory continues to address the feedback we receive 
from our visitors. To help answer the question “what is the 
name of that plant?”, sixty new plant identification signs have 
been placed in our galleries. Another long term project is to 
create information sheets on each plant, including photos, 
country of origin and other interesting facts.  

How are all these Conservatory education projects possible?  
The Education Department works closely with our 
Development Director to research education grant funding for 
these vital programs. Current grants have partially funded our 
Adaptation school tour program, our docent-training program, 
and our gallery interactive stations program.

The Conservatory’s Education Department welcomes  
questions and comments from our visitors and members.  
You may contact us at dgebhardt@sfcof.org.

On
education

“Adaptation” in biology means the process by  
which an animal or plant species becomes adapted 
to its environment. This definition aptly defines 
the Conservatory’s Education Department goals of 
continuing to enrich our visitors’ experience and  
tour expectations.  



Volunteers are an integral part of life at the Conservatory  
of Flowers. They are our main connection to the public. 
Our visitors leave us with a greater appreciation of the 
historic Conservatory and the vast botanical collections. 

Volunteers serve in many capacities: some work behind 
the scenes along side the nursery specialists to keep the 
plants well groomed. Our Greeters serve at the front 
line—welcoming visitors and sharing information about the 
Conservatory, Golden Gate Park and nearby sites. Docents 
provide information about the galleries and give daily guided 
tours. Jungle Guides provide curriculum based hands-on 
environmental education tours for elementary school classes.  
Volunteers serve on planning committees and the Conservatory 
Advisory Committee. They respond willingly to requests for help 
with mailings in our administration office and help with staffing 
for special events such as weddings, receptions, and conferences.  
Our lobby is adorned with a beautiful flower arrangement 
provided by volunteers. These arrangements are very artistic and 
our visitors admire and photograph the displays.

Our volunteers are a very dedicated group numbering approximately  
100, many who have been with us since the grand reopening in 2003. 
We treasure our loyal volunteers and are grateful everyday for the 
generous support of these devoted men and women. 

If you have an interest in becoming part of our volunteer 
program, Lee Edwards, volunteer coordinator, would welcome 
the opportunity to discuss this with you at your convenience. 
Lee can be reached at (415) 722-6650 or at ledwards@sfcof.org. 

volunteers young visitors
have lots to say...



The Odd Balls in Potted Plants

Succulents are very interesting from a water 
conservation point of view. They can withstand 
drought because of the water stored in some of 
their organs. Our 1915 Urn centerpiece in the 
Potted Plants Gallery has been planted with a 
variety of succulents, which we acquired through 
donation or were recycled from previous exhibits.  
One succulent recently added is the Nolina recurvata 
syn Beaucarnea recurvata from Mexico and it has a 
large caudex. A globose caudex can grow over one 
meter in diameter and while, not a rare specimen, 
it has long been a favorite among succulent collectors. 

Several months ago we received a donation from 
Mr. and Mrs. de Mally of a beautiful  caudex 
called Adenium obesum, a shrub from Kenya, 
Tanzania and Zimbabwe. Adenium obesum is in 
the Apocynaceae family. We were very happy to 
display this specimen in the Potted Plants Gallery 
where it joins other members of this family like 
the Plumeria and the Pachypodium.
 
We sometimes showcase Euphorbias in this space  
and have planted Euphorbia tirucalli from tropical  
East Africa and Southern Africa. It is a spineless 
shrub with the common name of Pencil Cactus 
looking like a Rhipsalis, but it is not a cactus.  
Also added is an interesting cultivar of Kalanchoe 
beharensis belonging to the Crassulaceae family, 
which has a fascinating texture.
 
Just to keep the group company, we added a plant 
from Madagascar with the wonderful name of 
Operculycaria decaryi, which came to our collection 
via a former curator. Operculycaria and most succulents  
grow in habitats with fragile ecological equilibrium.  
The conditions in these habitats are not favorable 
for rapid growth and luxurious propagation. Once 
they are placed in collections, we can offer these 
wonderful plants some measure of protection.  

What’s Up in the Highlands?

Many of our visitors have gotten lost in the cool misty mountains of the 
Conservatory's Highland Tropics Gallery. Whether navigating through lush 
epiphyte covered trees, moss encrusted rocks, proud ferns reaching for the sky 
or seeking out the myriad of diminutive orchids embracing every branch and 
crevice, the Highland Tropics is a feast for the eyes and a journey for a keen 
observer. One is sure to see something new during every visit to the Highland 
Tropics. But there is more to come! Our collection of species impatiens and 
Vireya rhododendrons will not only be growing in size, but also in number.   

Coming in 2010 we will feature a new collection of orchids from New Guinea.  
The Conservatory of Flowers in collaboration with the California Academy of 
Sciences and the deYoung Museum will be highlighting the orchids of highland 
New Guinea in a four year exhibit. This will be a unique opportunity to learn 
about the people and plants of highland New Guinea, the diversity of Golden 
Gate Park and the fine institutions within the park.

Lowland Tropics Gallery Update

The Lowland Tropics Gallery has recently undergone a major renovation. 
We are delighted to report that the bamboo is gone! Its invasive root system 
was jeopardizing our other Lowland plants.

The Taube and Friend Families Palm Court now has 22 palm species. 
There are several interesting palms. The Raphis subtilis is a miniature version 
of the Raphis excelsa, which is in the vestibule. The Pseudophoenix sargentii is a 
‘copy’ albeit a smaller version of the Phoenix roebelinii. Another new species 
in Lowlands is the Lytocaryum weddellianum, which is endangered in Brazil 
because of Brazil’s rapidly vanishing coastline. The Lytocaryum weddellianum 
resembles the Phoenix roebelinii, only a smaller version.

The large Zamia poeppiginia was raised 3 feet and moved 10 feet away from 
the sidewalk. It is experiencing some culture shock now, but it will rally over 
time. It shares the area with four other Cycads and some very interesting 
Maranta’s. Labels for the Maranta’s will be installed soon. The Marantacea  
family is made up of Calathea, Marantha, Ctenanthe and Stromanthe and others. 
These plants are very interesting for their foliage, not necessarily their flowers.  
I love this very small group of plants and they will be expanded over time.

The north section of the Lowlands was the biggest challenge, because two 
large palms were relocated. The Ptychosperma elegans was moved to the Palm 
Court; the Wodyetia was moved off the rock cropping further into the bed, 
so visually it appears to be in the Palm Court, but in fact it is the center bed.

We are working on relocating and transplanting large, visually stunning 
specimens of our Aroid collection. Over time they too will have labels.

Our goal for Lowland Tropics is to feature palms, cycads, aroids, and plants 
from the Maranta Family. We have challenged ourselves to label the plants in 
the Lowland Tropics Gallery. This project will take some time, but eventually 
at least one of each plant will have an identification label.

We hope you enjoy the work accomplished in this Gallery. It has been a fun 
challenge, which over time will be embellished more.

Co-horting with the nursery specialists



When visiting the Conservatory of  
Flowers this summer please come 
and visit our gift shop located 
inside the Special Exhibits Gallery. 

We offer Conservatory merchandise and 
everything you need to grow your own 
Edible Exhibition! Our garden supplies, 
which are charming at best and utilitarian 
at most, will surprise and delight you. 
With our complete line of seeds and plant 
guides, you will be well on your way to 
enjoying home grown fruits and vegetables.

For the kids we have books, stuffed animals, 
plant starters, gardening kits and other 
fun and exciting items. For those of you 
with an eye for the unusual we have 
carnivorous plants and Tillandsia’s (air 
plants.) For the fashionistas we have a 
complete line of Conservatory apparel.

We are very excited about our new 
location and we can hardly wait to share 
all of our new treasures with you.  

A New Way to Fundraise

shop talk

SUMMER BLOW OUT
AT THE GIFTSHOP

through Labor Day, September 7, 2009 
with any purchase of $60 or more.

25ØØ off

Aquatics Gallery Features “The Tree of Life”

You can eat it, drink it, wear it, write a letter on paper made from its fibers, 
make a shelter and sleep in a hammock made from it—known by many 
names: Aguaje, Buriti, Ita, Ite, Moriche, Swamp Palm, Mauritia Flexuosa, or 
simply The Tree of Life. The botanical specific epithet flexuosa refers to its 
leaf segments and massive flexible petioles.

The Moriche palm can be found in swamps and streams of northeast South 
America and the western Amazon and Orinoco rivers. It ranges in elevation 
from a few hundred feet to 3000 feet above sea level. It grows over 70 feet 
tall, develops leaf stems 18 feet long and a trunk over 2 feet in diameter. Our 
specimen (donated by Todd Worley, a volunteer at the Conservatory) is only 
a few years old and is a mere 10-12 feet tall.

Fossils of this giant palm found in South America date back to the Paleocene 
era. One of the most used plants in the Amazon, the fruit is either eaten raw, 
dried and made into flour or a paste which can be used to make alcoholic 
'buriti wine' and non-alcoholic drinks. The plant yields a palm-oil which is 
high in vitamin A and used for its soothing qualities and ability to promote 
the formation of scar tissue to treat burns. Also, the palm-oil is capable of 
filtering out UV rays from the sun. The pulp is widely used in the production 
of juice, jam, liqueurs and other exotic drinks with a high vitamin C content. 
The inflorescence and buds are consumed, while starch is extracted from the 
trunk. The leaves, petioles, and trunks are used in housing and its fiber is 
used for rope and mats.   

Fruit about the size of an apple is a yellow reddish color and appears from 
December to June and contains an edible nut. The seed is dispersed by 
floating on water. The Moriche is important for food and nesting to several 
bird species such as the Red-bellied Macaw, the Sulphury Flycatcher and the 
Moriche Oriole.

Donate to the Conservatory of Flowers just by 
shopping or searching the Internet. 

Visit escrip.com and goodsearch.com, then 
register to provide support at no cost to you!



Today I made my usual weekly visit to the Conservatory 
of Flowers and was pleasantly surprised with the changes 
going on there. I’m referring to the new, clean look that 
the Conservatory is taking on.

Not that I didn’t like the old look. I visit the 
Conservatory every week and am always surprised by the 
changes I find there. I’m an amateur photographer and 
appreciate the constant changes and am always able to 
find something new to photograph.  

The new look just makes a refreshing change and gives 
the place a lift.

My compliments to the Conservatory’s talented staff,  
as well as all the wonderful volunteers and docents.

My warmest regards to all,
Ernest J Gaudreau

fan mail
Golden Gate Park 
100 John F. Kennedy Drive
San Francisco, CA 94118

The Conservatory of Flowers is to cultivate, conserve, present and interpret a distinctive 
tropical collection of flowers and plants through an outstanding visitor experience, that 
educates and connects people to plants and their importance to our planet.

Connecting people and plants in a place of exceptional beauty.

mission statement

Brent Dennis, Director 753-7271
Jane Scurich, Director of Development 831-2090
Dolores Gebhardt, Education Manager 845-2394
Lau Hodges, Guest Services Supervisor 831-2091
Lee Edwards, Volunteer Coordinator 831-2094

Nursery Specialists
Clare Cangiolosi 831-2092 x158
Lupe Cota 831-2092 x157
Eric Imperiale 831-2092 x160
Mario Vega 831-2092 x159

Mission: To provide support, advocacy, and 
stewardship for The Conservatory of Flowers

Steven Brown
Davis Dalbok
Barbara Derich
Jason Dewees
Judy Fayollat
Pat Hanson Thompson
Lisa Harris
Lola Heer

Saxon Holt
Terry Nevin
Ernie Ng
Bob Otsuka
Tom Perlite
Bruce Rogers
Nancy Stoltz
Colette Weil Parrinello

Conservatory staff advisory council
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